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of the Universal Kepublic of Letters. All these, more
or less petty expressions of "bitter resentment, may be
merely regarded as symptoms of a feeling which is of
significance for the future, and against which we must
secure ourselves. But the French, and particularly the
Parisians, have gone further in the petty warfare, which
they carry on in continuation of the great war now
concluded. Incited by an unbridled press, they have
permitted themselves to adopt towards those Germans
who have returned to France, either to put their affairs
in order, or to reopen business, an attitude which would
be regarded by civilised nations as improper, even in time
of war. They have prevented Germans from opening
their shops, and have wrecked German establishments.
They have prohibited other Germans from attending
the Bourse, and have arrested harmless German subjects,
simply because they were Germans. That is not an
affair of the future, but of the immediate present, and
demands immediate redress. We have concluded peace,
and we honestly and sincerely desire to maintain it, but
of course, on the assumption that the French people
preserve this peace, which was sought for and demanded
by their Government. If the offences in question are
not (speedily and thoroughly) checked, and if the French
Government does not.protect peaceful and law-abiding
Germans, we must, in the interest of German subjects,
and in view of the honour of Germany, decide upon the
reprisals to be exercised. We should not be surprised
if, then, for every German illegally arrested and not
released immediately upon representations being made,
arrests of French citizens were ordered in those districts
of France which we temporarily occupy. We should
not consider it out of order, if the evacuation of certain
departments were postponed until these passions had